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Rackham Student Government Funding Application 
 
Organization Name: Chemistry Symposium Organizing Committee 
Registered with MSA? Yes No 
 
Primary Contact Name: Elaina Zverina 
Title: Chair of Chemistry (Vaughan) Symposium Organizing Committee 
 
Secondary Contact Name: Vishalakshi Krishnan 
Title: Treasurer 
 
Please check any of the following that describe your organization: 
 
Academic/Professional X 
Creative Arts/Expression (Visual, Performance, and/or Exhibition)  
Community Service  
Cultural/Ethnic  
Environmental  
Graduate X 
Honorary  
International  
Political  
Publications/Journalism  
Religious  
Science/Technical X 
Social Justice  
 
Describe the overall purpose/mission of your organization and the planned initiatives and 
activities intended to uphold said objective(s). 
 
The Vaughan Symposium at the University of Michigan provides an opportunity for student and 
postdocs to showcase their research to one another. Through participants presenting their work 
to the department as a whole, students foster collaborations, inspire new avenues of research, 
and nurture a growing sense of community within the department. The symposium has become 
an annual tradition within Michigan’s Department of Chemistry. 
 
The Vaughan Symposium is a one-day meeting consisting of six oral presentations by students 
representing each of the subdivisions within chemistry; two poster session including graduate 
students, post-docs and undergraduates (~100 posters); an industrial research presentation 
from the sponsor (Dow Chemical 2008 – present); and a keynote presentation by an individual 
selected by the organizing committee (Prof. Edward Solomon from Stanford University is the 
2011 speaker). 
 
# of active student members:  15 
# of graduate student members: 15 
 
Average attendance at group meetings (Board, committee, event planning, etc.): 15 
Average attendance at similar events:   15 
Average graduate student attendance at similar events: 15 
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How often does your group meet? Once a month 
 
Does your group charge dues to members?  Yes No 
 
Do all of your activities/events take place on campus?  If yes, where do you prefer to hold your 
programs?  If not, where else do they take place? 
 
Yes. All activities take place in the Chemistry building atrium and large lecture hall. 
 
Does your group engage in political activity, i.e., electoral, partisan, etc.?  If so, describe this 
activity. 
 
No 
 
Does your group engage in lobbying efforts?  If so, describe these efforts. 
 
No 
 
Does your group work with any University department or other student organizations in any 
capacity?  If so, please describe this collaboration. 
 
Chemistry department has been a sponsor for the symposium, covering most of the cost of 
running the symposium. 
 
 
Is your group affiliated with a national, parent, and/or umbrella organization?  If so, please 
describe this relationship and how it plays a role in your organization's functioning. 
 
No. 
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Event Description 
 

Event name: Vaughan Symposium 2011 
Event date(s): July 28, 2011 
Event location: Chemistry building 
 
1. Briefly describe this event.  What is its overall purpose? 
 
The Vaughan Symposium is a one-day meeting consisting of six oral presentations by students 
representing each of the subdivisions within chemistry; two poster session including graduate 
students, post-docs and undergraduates (~100 posters); an industrial research presentation 
from the sponsor (Dow Chemical 2008 – present); and a keynote presentation by an individual 
selected by the organizing committee (Prof. Edward Solomon from Stanford University is the 
2011 speaker). 
 
2. Describe how this event will affect our campus and the graduate student body. 
 
The Vaughan Symposium at the University of Michigan provides an opportunity for student and 
postdocs to showcase their research to one another. Through participants presenting their work 
to the department as a whole, students foster collaborations, inspire new avenues of research, 
and nurture a growing sense of community within the department. The symposium has become 
an annual tradition within Michigan’s Department of Chemistry with over 20% being outside the 
chemistry department. 
 
3. Describe how this event will include other groups or departments. 
 
Any student or post-doc at the University of Michigan is eligible to participate.  Thus, students 
who do not normally interact with other members of the Chemistry department (PIBS, Chemical 
Biology, LSI, BSRB, Med School etc) have a chance to network and learn about research that 
goes on in the rest of the department. 
 
4. With which other groups or departments are you sponsoring this event, if any? 
 
Graduate Student Council, Department of Chemistry 
Dow Chemical Company sponsor awards, but that money cannot be used to actually run the 
symposium. 
 
5. If your organization is traveling, explain why this is integral to your event and how it will 
impact the graduate student community. 
 
N/A 
 
6. If your organization is purchasing food, explain why this is integral to your event and how it 
will impact the graduate student community. Also, what is the approximate food cost/attendee? 
 
This is a one whole day event filled with talks and poster presentations, which leaves no time for 
people to go out to get their own food. This also greatly facilitates interactions between the 
speaker, faculty, students, and Dow sponsors. It is also an added incentive for participation by 
students and post-docs. 
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7. If your organization is bringing a speaker, performer, DJ, photographer (or any other paid 
individual for services rendered), explain why this is integral to your event and how it will impact 
the graduate student community.  Please explain how the amount he or she will be paid was 
determined based on similar services. Additionally, attach a short biography to the end of this 
application. 
 
The speaker is entirely student selected, so they always feel welcomed by the students and we 
have had very good success with past speakers.  We only reimburse speaker’s transportation 
and lodging cost and pay for his dinner with students, and in the end we present them with a 
commemorative plaque.  There is no honorarium. 
 
This year’s keynote speaker is Prof. Edward Solomon from Stanford University.  Edward I. 
Solomon grew up in North Miami Beach, Florida, received his Ph.D. at Princeton (1972) and 
was a postdoctoral fellow at The Ørsted Institute in Denmark and at Caltech.  He started his 
career at MIT in late 1975, became a full professor in 1981, and joined the faculty at Stanford in 
1982 where he is now the Monroe E. Spaght Professor of Humanities and Sciences and 
Professor of Photon Science at SSRL.  He has been a visiting professor in France, Argentina, 
Japan, China and India.  He has received ACS Awards in Inorganic Chemistry, Distinguished 
Service in the Advancement of Inorganic Chemistry, and the Ira Remsen Award, the Centenary 
Medal from the Royal Society of Chemistry (UK), the Wheland Medal from the University of 
Chicago, the Bailar Medal from the University of Illinois, the Frontiers in Biological Chemistry 
Award from the Max-Planck-Institute (Mülheim), the Chakravorty Award from the Chemical 
Research Society of India and the Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching at Stanford.  He is 
a member of the National Academy of Sciences, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
and a Fellow in American Association for the Advancement of Science and the American 
Chemical Society. 
 
Professor Solomon’s research is in the fields of Physical-Inorganic, Bioinorganic, and 
Theoretical-Inorganic Chemistry. His focus is on spectroscopic elucidation of the electronic 
structure of transition metal complexes and its contribution to reactivity.  He has developed new 
spectroscopic and electronic structure methods and applied these to active sites in catalysis.   
He has made significant contributions to our understanding of metal sites involved in electron 
transfer, copper sites involved in O2 binding, activation and reduction to water, and in 
structure/function correlations over non-heme iron enzymes. 
 
8. If your organization is applying for capital goods (anything that can be reused after the event 
has taken place), explain why such goods are integral to the event. 
 
None 
 
9. Who is eligible to participate? (Keep in mind the more diverse the graduate student 
participation, the more likely RSG will fund) 
 
Graduate and undergraduate students and post-docs who work with faculty affiliated with the 
Chemistry department. 
 
10. How many participants do you expect?  ~200 
 
11. Are your date and location confirmed?  Yes No 
 
12. Will you charge admission?   Yes  No  
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If so, how much per person?  
 
13. Will this be donated to charity?  Yes No 

If yes, what percentage will be donated?  
 

14. How do you intend to advertise, in particular to graduate students? 
 
Email, website (http://www.umich.edu/~vvaughan/), flyers. 
 
15. To what other funding bodies have you applied and/or have received funds from?  Please 
note each funding body here, the amount for which you applied, the amount that was granted, 
and to what purpose you intend to put those allocated funds.  Requests of funding for the 
majority of events cost solely to RSG will rarely be fully funded, please seek out additional 
funding sources as well. 
 
Funding Body Amount Requested Amount Granted  Purpose 
Chemistry Dept $4000 $4000 Run symposium 
GSC $250 $250 Run symposium 
Dow Chemical $10,000 $10,000 Awards – not to be 

used for running 
event 

      
 
16.  If RSG does not fully fund your event in the amount requested, how do you intend to cover 
those costs?  Will the event still be held? 
 
The event will still be held, but committee members (graduate students) might have to volunteer 
to pay for necessities out of their own pockets without being reimbursed, which was the case 
last year. This year’s speaker’s flight ticket is ~$500 more expensive than last year’s because 
he is flying from California. Last year we ran out of food halfway through lunch, and therefore we 
made an increase in the allotment of funds for the food.
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Event Budget 
 
List all expenses.  Please use the notes section below each category to explain costs in greater 
detail.  Be sure to cover ALL costs, not just those you are asking RSG for funding for. 
 
Category Total Cost Amount Requested 

from RSG 
Rank 

Advertising & Publicity (Please attach a copy of emails/fliers to the end of this application.) 
• Posters/fliers $150 $100 4 
• Other:  $ $  

Notes: 
 
Operations 

• Office supplies (please 
specify): folders, frames, 
name tags 

$40 $  

•  $ $  
Notes: 
 
Printing & Publications $300 $300 2 

Please attach a copy of the publication to the end of this application. 
Facilities & Equipment Rental 

• Equipment (please specify): 
We use easels from Chem. 

$0 $  

•  $ $  
• Room rental: held in Chem. $0 $  

Notes: 
 
Services    

• Speaker honorarium $ $  
• Speaker travel $900 $500 1 
• Speaker lodging $300 $150 3 
• Other: speaker plaque $60 $  

Student Travel 
• Lodging $ $  
• Transportation $ $  
• Vehicle Rental $ $  
• Gas $ $  

Capital Goods 
• T-shirts $1000 $150 5 
• Other: $ $  

Food: breakfast, lunch, coffee $2700 $  
Other: $ $  
TOTAL EXPENSES $5450 $1200  
 
Please remember to attach a mock-up version of the flier, publication, or t-shirt design 
with the RSG logo or “Sponsored by the Rackham Student Government” statement to 
your application. 


